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To commemorate 55 years of ministry, Vernon Park Church of God is proud to present
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55 Years of History, 1955-2010.
BTDUwTDUUOUDEwEEEOUOUwOiwOUUwETUUEng
Order yours today at the Purpose Place Bookstore. .

The future home of
Vernon Park Church of God and the Rev. Willie T. Barrow Building
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Order of Service

Service Times: 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Procession
Call to Worship
Invocation — :
Responsive Reading Hearing impaired
Welcome of Visitors persons are invited to sjt
Baptism (10:45 a.m., 1st Sunday only) in the center section 0}
Baby Dedication (10:45 a.m., 5th Sunday onlly) the sanctuary for the best
Musical Selection possible communicatioevﬁ

Pastords Updateg$/ P
Musical Selection
Declaration of the Word

[ 2Yshérs can provide
assistance if needed.

Altar Prayer Headsets are also
Communion (1st Sunday only) available from the Medig
Tithes & Offerings Department.
Benediction

Inday School begins @

Reaching Beyond the Walls Telecast

Website Address: s Monday @ 9:00 p.m., Comcast Cable Channel 19
(South Suburbs Only)
WWW.Vpcog.0rg s Saturday @ 8:00 a.m., Chicago Cable Channel 25

Praise the LORD. !

Sing to the LORD a new song, e
his praise in the assembly of the s

Psalms 149:1 (NIV) ke
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Monthly Calendar A

Sunday
7:307 7:40 a.m. Morning Prayer
8:0071 9:20 a.m. Early Morning Worship Service
9:307 10:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:307 11:00 a.m. New Members Orientation Class, Room 110 (2nd Sundays)
10:457 12:15  p.m. Worship Service
12:307 1:30 p.m. Hospitality (2" Sunday) Room 110
12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Youth and Childrenés Choir Rehearsal, Sa
1:307 2.30 p.m. Ushers (4' Sunday) Room 124
2:00 -3:00 p.m. Worship Arts Ministry Rehearsal
Tuesday
. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
11:457 1:00 p.m. Daytime Prayer and Bible Study (Sanctuary)
5:307 6:30 p.m. Prayer Hour (Sanctuary)
6:007 7:00 p.m. New Members Staff (1st Tuesdays, hinonthly/odd months) Room 124
6:007 7:00 p.m. Mi ni ster s As s e mbnogthly(edes (monihs) Baomh 424 s , b i
6:007 7:00 p.m. New Members Orientation Class, Room 110
7:007 8:30 p.m. Prayer, Praise & Power Bible Study (Sanctuary)
Thursday
6:0071 7:30 p.m. Musicians Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
6:0071 7:30 p.m. Sign Language Staff Training (£'and 3° Thursday) Room 121
7:007 8:00 p.m. CDC Board (1* Thursday, bi-monthly) Room 124
7:007 9:00 p.m. Trustee Board (2" Thursday) Room 12
7:00- 9:00 p.m. Men of Destiny (2nd & 4th Thursday)
7:30-9:00 p.m. Marriage Ministry (2nd & 4th Thursday) Room 121
7:4519:15 p.m. Sanctuary Choir and Praise Team Rehearsal
Saturday
8:007 10:00 a.m. Genesis Group (¥ Saturday)
8:007 9:30 a.m. Mission Workers (2™ Saturday) Room 110
8:.00- 3:00 p.m. Day of Prayer (I* Saturday) Sanctuary e € Ty »
9:007 10:00 a.m. RBTW Training (2" Saturday) Room 124 ($§ Q;’
9:007 10:00 a.m. Deaconds Bap'SGatusday) Cl ass (1 ‘9 )
10:007 11:00 a.m. Deaconds SMaterday) Rgom (2% & et
10:007 11:00 a.m. Security (1% Saturday) Fellowship Hall ¥ ¥
11:00- 12:30 p.m. Seasoned Chorale Rehearsal (2nd & 4th Saturday)
11:00- 1:00 p.m. Scouts, Fellowship Hall
11:00- 1:00 p.m. Seniors (3 Saturday) Fellowship Hall
12:007 1:30 p.m. V.I.C.T.O.R.S. (I & 3" Saturday) Room 121
1:00- 2:00 p.m. Prison (2" Saturday)
1:00- 3:00 p.m. Health, (3rd Saturday) Room 110
1:30- 2:30 p.m. Transportation (4™ Saturday) Room 124
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Responsive Readings

February 5, 2012, 1 John 4:#ul WE & OEz Uw+ OYIl wEOEw. UUUE

Lead: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God.

Cong: Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Lead: This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him.

Cong: This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.

Lead: Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Together: No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love
is made complete in us.

—_—

February 12, 2012 1 Corinthians 13:48:13 "Love Is"

Lead: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

Cong: It is not rude, it is not self -seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Lead: Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

Cong: It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Lead: Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

Together: And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

. Page 5



W VernonParkK crureh of Goa

Responsive Readings

February 19, 2012, Ephesians 5:2929, 33 "Love And Respect”

Lead: Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the
Lord.

Cong: For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of
which he is the Savior.

Lead: Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her

Cong: to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish,
but holy and blameless.

Lead: In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it,
just as Christ does the church

Together: However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.

-  Jo  JuJ o

ATTENTION HEALTH CARE WORKERS & PROFESSIONALS!

The Monthly Bulletin plans to feature you on the cover of the April 2012 edition.
Please contact Brother Rick Nelson in person to arrange a photo shoot. If you have
photo of yourself in your professional attire, send it to rickfnelson@ameritech.net .

ATTENTION ENTREPRENEURS!

The Monthly Bulletin plans to feature you on the cover of the May 2012 edition.
Please follow the instructions mentioned above.
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Responsive Readings
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February 26, 2012 Romans 12:918 "Love"

Lead: Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Cong: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

Lead:2 T EUT whPDPUT w&OEzZUwx1 Ox Ol whl OwWEUI wbOwobI | Ed w
you; bless and do not curse.

Cong: Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not
be conceited.

Lead: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.

Together: If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

e —

Wedding Anniversary

John & Shirley Hill
43 year{sf, February 28

UEE
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Black Historx Month

World War Il: 761st Tank Battalion

This article was written by Joseph E. Wilson, Jr. and originally published in World War Il Magazine in January 199§

Before and during mobilization for World War Il, officials in Washington, D.C., debated whether

or not African -American soldiers should be used in armored units. Many military men and
politicians believed that blacks did not have the brains, quickness or moral stamina to fight in a
war. The armed forces embraced these beliefs even though African Americans had fought with
courage and distinction in the Revolutionary War and every other war and conflict ever waged by
the United States. They overlooked the fact that four regiments of the 93rd Division had served
with the French during World War | and that the French government had awarded the coveted
Croix de Guerrdo three of the four regiments and to a company of the fourth, as well as to the 1st
Battalion, 367th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division. On March 15, 1942, the War Department
ordered the activation of the 761st Tank Battalion (light) at Camp Claiborne, La., with an
authorized strength of 36 officers and 593 enlisted men. On July 6, 1944, one of the 761st's few
black officers, Lieutenant Jackie Robinson, was riding a civilian bus from Camp Hood to the nearby
town of Belton. He refused to move to the back of the bus when told to do so by the driver.
Court-martial charges ensued but could not proceed because the battalion commander, Lt. Col.
Paul L. Bates, would not consent to the charges. The top brass at Camp Hood then transferred
Robinson to the 758th Tank Battalion, whose commander immediately signed the court-martial
consent. Robinson was eventually acquitted, and he was not charged for his actions on the bus.
Three years later, Robinson was riding buses in the major leagues after breaking baseball's color
barrier. In October 1944, after two years of intense armored training, the 761st Tank Battalion,
known as the 'Black Panthers," landed in France. The tankers received a welcome from the Third
Army commander, Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., who had observed the 761st conducting training
OEOI UYT UUwPOwWUT T w2UEUI Uow?, 1 OOwaOUAUT wUT T wi B
On November 8, 1944, the Black Panthers became the first AfricarAmerican armored unit to enter
combat, smashing into the towns of Moyenvic and Vic -sur-Seille. During the attack, Staff Sgt.
Ruben Rivers, in Able Company's lead tank, encountered a roadblock that held up the advance.
With utter disregard for his personal safety, he courageously climbed out of his tank under direct
enemy fire, attached a cable to the roadblock and removed it. His prompt action prevented a
serious delay in the offensive and was instrumental in the success of the attack. In 197833 years
after the end of World War Il +the 761st Tank Battalion received a Presidential Unit Citation. In
1997, 53 years after giving his life on the battlefield, Sergeant Ruben Rivers was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor. The motto of the 761st Tank Battalion has always been 'Come Out
Fighting." In World War 11, that is exactly what the Black Panthers did.

DU 0 u
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Black Historx Month

THE ORIGIN OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month began as Negro History Week by historian Carter G. Woodson in 1926. His
goal was to educate the American people about African American history focusing on African
American cultural background and achievements. This was a good and noteworthy purpose for

with our American enslavement. We have a history that is thousands of years old and we should
celebrate all of it. Even though American and Western-made movies have Egypt and the Middle
East populated with Euro/Asian Hebrew people (European artists did the same thing with their
paintings), we must remember that the people in those regions are dark brown, yellow and black.
This is not to say that we should be prejudiced against white people, but we must assert our Black
African existence from the earliest times. That is our cultural heritage.

The Old Testament alone cites Ethiopia over forty times and Egypt over one hundred times. Many
biblical sources mention Egypt and Ethiopia together, almost interchangeably, as common names
for Africa. The centrality of Africa for biblical people is also seen in texts like Gen. 2.10-14 which
tells us where the Garden of Eden was located. The ancient land of Canaan was culturally and
geographically, primarily an extension of the African land mass. African people frequently

the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Thus, the people who populated the so-called ancient Near East
were essentially Afro-Asiatic people. Therefore, today the earliest biblical people would have to be
EOEUUDI Pl EwEUws! OEEOU? wbOEOUEDOT w, OUI UWEOE w |
European scholars to avoid talking about Africa. There are many more evidences of African people
in the Old Testament. The descendants of Ham, son of Noah, were Cush(Ethiopia) the Sudan,
Mizraim (Egypt), Phut (Libya) and Canaan (Palestine/Israel). The Phoenicians were descendants of
"EOEEOOwWUT T wUOOwWO! w' ECS ww" UUT wbUwUT T wUOl UOwWUT |
Ham. Moses himself was an African-Asiatic and he married an Ethiopian woman according to
Numbers 12:1-10. The Queen of Sheba was a Black African. Acts 8 identifies her as Candace, ques
of the Ethiopians or Nubians. There are also many other examples in the New Testament that we
could cite if we had the space. So even though Black History Month focuses on our American
experience, we must look back to the earliest record of mankind, the Bible, to learn about our
history and heritage as Black people.

*This information is excerpted from the Original African Heritage Bible published in 1993 by the Jam¢

Winston Publishing Co. which | acquired through Reverend Dr. Alvin Lewsy. E. Eddy
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ROBERT & CAROL HILLSMAN

Robert and Carol Hillsman have been married for 20 years.
Brother Robert is active in both the Transportation and Media
, POPUUUDPI Ubww' 1 ZUWEOUOWE wWO1 OET Uwc
Group. Sister Carol is the Coordinator for the Transportation
| Ministry and.a team member for the Media Ministry. Robert is
employed as a driver for the Chicago Transit Authority, serving

for eight years. Carol serves as a volunteer for a variety of causes. Brother Robert feels that the
El U0wUT pOT wEEOUUWEI DOI wOEUUDPI EwPUwW?UT | wi UDIfOEUI
PPIi T ww3l T Ul wEUTI wOOwWOPOPUUWEUwWUOwWPT E0waOUwlEEOwC
OEUUPET Il ww3UUUUwWBDUWOUOET UwOOl 2 6ww2hbUUI Uw" EUOOU
ITT wPPOOWET whPUT wa QUwWPOwWT OOEWEOEWEEEWUDOI Ub 3

CHARLES & ANNETTE CAIN

Charles and Annette Cain will celebrate 14 years of marriage on
April 19t Brother Charles serves as one of the caeachers for
Uil T w(OUI UOEUDPOOEOwW. Ol w2UOEEaw2ET O
» | with the Men of Destiny and serve as a greeter for the church.
Sister Annette serves on the Hospitality Committee. A retiree
from AT&T after 34 years of service, Charles is currently
serving as security for Chicago Public Schools. After her career as an office manager, Annette
serves as a caregiver for her aunt and uncle. Brother Charles feels that the best thing about
being married is to have someone that you can rely on when everything else goes haywire.
2PUUI Uw OOI UUl wET UI' 1l UWEOEWEEEUOW?3 0wl EYI wUPOI OC
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DAVID & ERNESTINE FULGHAM

David and Ernestine Fulgham have been married for twenty
years. Brother David currently serves with the Men of
Destiny, as a Willing Worker for the Special Events Committee
and as a greeter. Sister Ernestine is assisting in the
development of Vernon Park Village and serves on the Special
Events Committee as a cook. David is retired from ComEd and
works part time as a chauffeur. A certified teacher, Ernestine works as a grants writer and
developer/ David feels that the best thing about being married is to have someone that will go
UT 1T wOEU ULUODOl wi OUwa OUWECE wli Elwd bbb ODQuad U wa
x] UET OU2 86 ww$sUOl UUPOI wUEaAaUOw?(zYl wEOPEaAUwWI 1 UwUIT
UTE0w( WEEOwWT UOPWOOEWPPUT OWEQOEW#EYPEwWPUwWwOawPodUOu

JOHN & DAWN HATCHETT

John and Dawn Hatchett were married on July 23 of 2011.
Brother John is a member of the Sanctuary Choir and serves as
Assistant to the President. Sister Dawn serves as a choir
EPUI EUOUWEOE WEwWOI OEI UwoOi wli | W, DOE
currently employed at Cleveland Steel as a plant supporter.
Dawn is employed as a Family Engagement Specialist for
Chicago Youth Center and here at Vernon Park Church of God
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